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HMGoG launches its new fleet of environmentally-friendly staff car vehicles

HMGoG is pleased to announce the launch of its new fleet of environmentally-friendly
staff car vehicles. These vehicles will replace the present fleet and have been
procured based on their low emissions and excellent fuel consumption figures. Other
secondary factors considered were the amount of rear leg space, boot space and
comfort.

All five vehicles use hybrid technology, combining electric power with either diesel or
petrol engines.

Three Mercedes-Benz E-Class 300 BT Hybrid vehicles have been procured, each
powered by a 2143cc Diesel engine combined with an electric motor generating a
combined power output of 231bhp. The fuel consumption is 4.2L/100km and the CO2
emissions are only 107g/km. These will replace the current Lexus Vehicles which
are now around 5 years old.

Two Toyota “Plug-in” Prius vehicles will replace the 16 year old Volkswagen Passats.
The Prius has a 1.8 litre petrol engine and an electric motor generating a combined
power of 136bhp. The fuel consumption is an impressive 2.1L/100km with a more
impressive low CO2 emission of 49g/km.

The Toyota Prius Plug-in has the unique feature that the battery can be charged from
an external source (eg a normal household socket) enabling the battery to be fully
charged within a matter of hours. This enables the vehicle to be used in ‘pure electric’
mode for longer periods of time.

The Toyota Prius vehicles will be used in electric mode for almost all local Staff Car
Duties.
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HMGoG is clearly committed to the environment and chooses to lead by example.
Government has already announced incentives to encourage the purchase of similar
vehicles by way of reductions in import duty on these vehicles which currently stands
at 2% for hybrids and 0% for electric vehicles bought via a registered local dealer,
together with a cash-back incentive of £500 when purchasing a hybrid vehicle.
The Minister for Technical Services, Paul Balban said “I am delighted to be able to
launch these new staff car vehicles which show the Government’s commitment to
reduce our carbon footprint. These cars are a step towards that aim. We hope the
public will follow our lead and that more hybrid and pure electric cars will start to
appear on our roads”


